Region Ill crews play major rol 


News accounts were silent about 
NJDOT participation in the emergency 
response to the November 16 acid spill on 
Route 9/35 in Sayreville. They missed a 
big part of the story. 

“Crews 312 (Sayreville), 329 
(Woodbridge), 335 (Metuchen) and 313 
(Hazlet) had directional arrowboards in 
place within 20 minutes,” said John Bello, 
the 28-year Department veteran who 
coordinated activities for the Freehold 
emergency operations center. 

While Bello worked the phones and 
two-way radio in the emergency center, 
Al Smith, the 34-year NJDOT Area 
Supervisor, was at the multi-disciplinary 
command center that was set up on the 
Victory Circle. 

Between them, they communicated 
with TRANSCOM, the Woodbridge, 
Sayreville, South Amboy and State 
Police and the Middlesex County 
Hazardous Materials (Haz-Mat) unit 
and deployed crews, trucks and signs 
as needed. 

“Everything was happening in 
minutes, “ Bello said. “I’m glad we had 


Gifts appeal to 


end tomorrow 


It is still possible to donate a gift for 
the Third Annual Gifts for Kids Drive 
winds up on Friday, December 18. 

Sponsored by the Office of the 
First Lady, the drive collects new, 
unwrapped toys and clothes for 
needy children from infants through 
teens. Jeans, jackets, t-shirts and 
sneakers in pre-teen and teen sizes 
are especially needed. 

Boxes have been placed in the 
lobbies of the NJDOT Main Office 
Complex in Ewing to collect the 
gifts. For more information, contact 
Olga Zeleznock at (609) 530-4712. 


the arrowboards.” Ten arrowboards were 
used in addition to other traffic devices to 
divert traffic. 

Bello kept the emergency center open 
until 5:30 p.m. and the crews changed 
shifts at midnight. Meanwhile Regional 
Director Dan Wolfe and Regional 
Maintenance Engineer Gene Shoup 
copied the blueprints of the roadway’s 
drainage systems and, with Smith, 
explained the critical quarter of a mile of 
them to Haz-Mat and Department of 
Environmental Protection and Energy 
staff in charge of the clean up. 

““We knew that we had to do every- 
thing we could to reopen the heavily- 
traveled road for motorists,” Wolfe said. 
“Some people reported almost five hour 
delays getting home. All of us in the 
region knew we couldn’t rest until the 
road could open safely.” 

Bello and Smith were back on the job 
at 6 a.m. Tuesday to coordinate the 
inspection of the roadway cleanup with 
Haz-Mat and local officials. It wasn’t 
until 2 p.m that they approved the 
opening of the roadway. 
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e in acid spill cleanup 


“We found no immediate surface 
damage,” Bello said, “but we have to 
study the long-term effects of the hydro- 
chloride on the pavements and drainage 
systems. 

NJDOTers who participated in the 
Routes 9/35 work on November 16 and 
17 included: 

Crew 312: John Woronwicz, 
supervisor; Susan Cassiere, Kevin 
Hoppey, Barry Kotsak, Christopher 
Martin, Freddie Saluka, Randolph Stout 
and Gerald Wilson. 

Crew 313: Kevin Young, supervi- 
sor; Arthur Lewis, Robert Rifenburg and 
Robert Swiderski. 

Crew 329: James Farrell, supervi- 
sor; George Burke, Paul Caliguari, 
Eugene Keefe, John Stricker and Moses 
Thompson. 

Crew 335: Patrick Moreno, 
supervisor; Harvey Broxmeyer, Michael 
Castaldo, Anthony Loffa, Dennis 
Mennella, William Ryan, Alan Smith and 
Milagros Vega-Velez. 

Crew 365: Timothy Murphy and 
Ronald Rosato. 


egion III Area Supervisor Al Smith, left, discusses the placement of directional 
arrowboards with Gerald Wilson, Assistant Crew Supervisor; Chris Martin, Equipment 
Operator; and Freddie Saluka, Maintenance Worker I, all from the Sayreville yard. 
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Region IV speaks out on ‘Mission and Values' 


The Transporter’s roving photographer asked several employees in Region IV to comment on the Department's Mission and 
Value statements. The following are some of their comments. Look for more in upcoming issues of Transporter. 


Laggy Heeley 


Morgan Parikh 

“Every man, woman and child that passes us on the 
highway is acustomer. We’re working directly for them. 
We have to satisfy them.” 

“My guys take a lot of pride in the work they do. They 
really do. We just finished up our paving program for the year 
and the people that work for me are willing to put their roads 
up against any contractor.” 


John Morgan, Crew Supervisor 
Maintenance Crew #410, Pennsauken 


“We can’t leave a job half way done. We can’t say it’s 
4:30 it’s time to go home when its not fixed. We have to find 
a way to resolve that problem before the day is over.” 

“With the technology changing ... our people can be 
brought up to par with additional training.” 

“Communications is a must.” 

“We should maximize our equipment usage because it 
will increase efficiency.” 


Chris Heeley, Electrical Mechanic 
Region IV Electrical, Cherry Hill 


“The customers are the citizens of New Jersey... anyone 
who drives our roads. It could be anybody from another state 
traveling through. We should have an image to be proud of.” 

“Valuing the needs of our customers...especially in the area 
where I work. People call up and ask questions or complain 
about construction projects. We have to answer their questions 
quickly and to their satisfaction.” 


Lisa Laggy, Principal Clerk Stenographer 
Region IV Construction, Mt. Laurel 


"We are building the real roads and structures. We 
(NJDOT) have contractors, materials people and the resident 
engineers and we work like a team. You see that Route 55 was 
built with teamwork." 

“We are directly involved with people...we build a product 
that is oriented for the people as well as us.” 


Shirish Parikh, Senior Engineer 
Region IV Materials, Mt. Laurel 


Engineering & Local Aid. He started 
with the Department in 1985 as a High- 
way Inspector with Traffic Engineering. 
He is survived by his wife, Francis. 
Willam Paul Sauber, 38, died 
September 28. Sauber was a Principal 
Engineer with Traffic Engineering & 
Local Aid. He began his career with the 
Department in 1984 as an Assistant 


Armand E, Innocenzi, 79, died 
September 30. Innocenzi was an Electri- 
cal Foreman with the department before 
he retired in 1975. He began his career in 
1937 as a Laborer. He is survived by his 
wife, Anna, two sons, a brother, a sister 
and two grandchildren. 

James Stanaway, 60, died Septem- 
ber 30. He was a Landscape Technician 


Obituaries 


Philip Margolin, 72, died Septem- 
ber 20. He joined NJDOT in 1971 asa 
Mechanical Engineer with Traffic 
Engineering and retired in 1991 asa 
Principal Engineer after 20 years of 
service. He is survived by his wife, 
Alice, two daughters, a son and five 


grandchildren. 
Louis Schettini, 68, died September 
23. He was a C&M Tech III, Traffic 


Engineer. He is survived by his father 
and mother, his fiancee, Judy P. 
Holsman, and a brother. 


Volunteers are needed to work at the Northeastern Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials (NASHTO) conference Sunday through 


Tuesday, May 2-4, 1993 in Princeton. 


The Department is hosting this year’s gathering and the organizing 


committee is looking for NJDOTers willing to volunteer to help on a variety 
of committees. 
People interested in acting as guides, assisting at registration, operating 
audio-visual equipment, etc. should call Samirah Williams in the Communica- 
tions office at 530-2011. 


IV with Construction & Maintenance. He 
had been employed by the Department for 
7 years. He is survived by his wife, Jean. 
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